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FGFG~E r , < r  v n r  S E N T  AND O W ~ C ~ N ~ L  ( 1 1  hnnwn) PHI~ IC IL  A P ~ E I R A N C E  

THE T1ILI:YItTI~S 

Fonni~d around 1833, The l b l e y r i e s  i s  a n  ex tens ive  e s t a t e  con ta in ing  
a n  n r c l ~ i t e c t u r a l l y  important res idence ,  numerous e a r l y  farm b u i l d i n g s ,  
formal gardens,  'a park, pas tu res  and wo,odlands. The complex i s  s i t u a t c d  i n  
the  heart of  the  lowcr Shcnandoah Val ley ,  a p ic turcsquc  and l a r g e l y  unspoiled 
reg ion  of f i n c l y  maintained farms and orchards ,  a l l  i n  view of  thc  Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Tuleyr ies  i s  s t i l l  operated a s  a  working farm, and 
a l s o  s e r v e s  as the  summer res idence  of i t s  owner. 

The p r i n c i p a l  bu i ld ing  of t h e  e s t a t e , .  t h e  r e s idence ,  i s .  a  l a r g e ,  
Late-Federal  mansion b u i l t  of white  pa in ted  b r i c k .  The o r i g i n a l  block of 
t h e  house i s  approximately 40 x 60 f e e t ,  a l though two-story a d d i t i o n s  on the 
r e a r  have g r e a t l y  increased  t h e  o v e r - a l l  s i z e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
en t r ance  f r o n t  i s  embell ished by a  t e t r a s t y l e  pedirnented p o r t i c o  wi th  ve ry  
t a l l  and s l e n d e r  Cor in th i an  columns. The columns a r e  wood and have stoppud 
f l u t i n g .  The f r o n t  doorway and t h e  second f l o o r  h a l l  window d i r e c t l y  above 
i t  a r e  both t h r e e - p a r t  compositions topped w i t h  e l l i p t i c a l  a r ches  conta in ing  
i n t r i c a t e  t r a c e r y .  Crowning the  house 's  shal low hipped roof  i s  a n  octagonzl  
cupo la . roo fed  wi th  a n  oc tagonal  dome. A t  t h e  apex of  t h e  dome i s  a metal 
orb. 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r :  the  en t r ance  h a l l  i s  covered by a shal low co f fe rec  
dome ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  type employed by Benjamin Latrobe i n  many of  h i s  
works. A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  h a l l  i s  a  wide s p i r a l  s t a i r c a s e .  The o r i g i n a l  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house has  been l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  i n s i d e  except  f o r  t h e  two largc 
rooms on the  r i g h t  of t h e  ha& t h a t  were retrimmed wi th  mhagony panel ing  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h c  century.  An i n t e r e s t i n g  f c a t u r c  of the  
i n t e r i o r  i s  t h e  ex tens ive  basement which con ta ins  t h e  o l d  k i t chen .  

The, house i s  s e t  on. a  s l i g h t  h i l l  t h a t  has  been  planted w i t h  f i n e  
specirncns oh t r e e s  and shrubbery t o  form an informal  park. Many of  thc  
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t r c c s  arc, paFt of t h e  o r i g i n a l  landscaping. An avenue of  extrenicly old 
cedars l eads  northward from t h e  house t o  a n  ex tens ive  formal gardcn con ta in  n 
outs tanding  boxwood. : A d m i $ ~ i o n . t o  t h e  grounds i m ? d i a t e l y  surrounding t h e  
house i s  through a n  e l a b o r a t e  t r i p l e - a r c h  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  con ta in ing  a  
p o r t e r V s , l o d g e .  To t h e  northwest  of  the  house i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o  
of e a r l y  farm bu i ld ings  inc lud ing  a n  o ld  fo rge ,  smokehouse, ice-house,  
c a r r i a g e  house, s t a b l e ,  and barns.  Nearly a l l  of  t h e  bu i ld ings  a r e  b r i c k  
and a r e  t r e a t e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  The most e l a b o r a t e  have s tepped gable 
ends w i t h  c r o s s  gables ,  arched windows, and dormers. I i  ! 
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l T r T E U E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  THE TULEYRIES 

One of  the  f i n e s t  and b e s t  preserved ante-bel lum e s t a t e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  
Tuleyr ies  was formed around 1833 by Colonel Joseph Tuley, Jr. (1796-1860). 

Tuley ' s  f a t h e r  was o r i g i n a l l y  from New Je r sey  and moved t o  V i r g i n i a  before  1768 
where he  amassed a  s i z a b l e  fo r tune  i n  t h e  tanning bus iness .  The g r e a t e r  
p a r t  of t h i s  fo r tune  he devised t o  h i s  only son, who i n  t u r n  had a  g i f t  f o r  
money-making. The son s e t  about  t o  ensconce himself  i n  a  s e t t i n g  s u i t a b l e  
t o  h i s  weal th.  The r e s u l t  was a  l a v i s h  expendi ture  on a  s t a t e l y  res idence  
almost  European i n  s c a l e ,  a  complex of a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i g n i f i e d  farm 
b u i l d i n g s ,  and ex tcns ivc  gardens and grounds, a l l  forming a n  e s t a t c  s o  
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impressive t h a t  Tuley was movcd t o  have i t s  name be a  p lay  not  only on h i s  
own bu t  on the  French Royal pa lace  of t h e  T u i l c r i e s .  I n  1833 Sainucl 
Kcrchcval,  t h e  noted e a r l y  h i s t o r i a n  of  t h e  Valley descr ibed  'Ihc Tulcyr ies  
a s  "a most sp lcndid  and expensive mansion...in t h e  most e l e g a n t  s t y l e  of 
modern a r c h i t e c t u r e " ;  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  yard  was decorated wi th  "a g r e a t  
v c ~ r i e t y  of n a t i v e  and imported t r e e s  and shrubbery,  wi th  scvcr;ll  orange t r e e  
which bear  f r u i t  handsomely." Kcrcheval went on t o  say "Adjoining the yard 
an cx tcns ive  park i s  enclosed i n  t h c  f o r e s t ,  w i th in  which enclo:;urc the re  
o r e  a numbor of n n t i v c  e l k s  and deer ."  I n  1309 Thoinas Cartmc.11 i n  I r i s  

I I 
monumental work, Slienandoah Vallcy Pioneers  and t h e i r  Dcscendan t s  c n l  led i 
The Tulcyr ies  a "pr ince ly  e s t a t e "  and expla ined  t h a t  because l 'ulcy was a  

A f t e r  TuleyT's d e a t h  i n  1860, the  War between t h e  S t a t e s  brouglit 

I l a r g e  s l aveho lde r  lie was a b l e  t o  main ta in  "all t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of i t ." 

calamitous damage t o  h i s  e s t a t e ,  and h i s  widow was forced t o  s e l l  l l ic TulcyrLes  
i n  1866 t o  Colonel  Upton L. Boyce, an a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Norfolk and Western 
Railway. I n  1903 i t  was s o l d  t o  Graham F. Blandy of New York who spen t  a  
cons ide rab le  amount of money and e f f o r t  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  e s t a t c  t o  i t s  former 
sp lendor .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  Blandy completed h i s  renovat ion  of  the  housc and 
grounds, Car tmel l  dec lared  t h a t  t h e  e s t a t e ' s  p re sen t  appearance "shows no 1 
r a d i c a l  changes from t h e  o r i g i n a l  p lans  and des igns ,  w l ~ i l e  t h e  t ransformat io  
is wonderful." Ile went on t o  say: "The gentleman (Blandy) who has  produced 
i t ,  i s  t o  be congra tu l a t ed  f o r  p re se rv ing  t h e  type i n  vogue i n  the  e a r l y  par  

-! 
of t h e  19th  Century." 

Upon Blandy's dea th  i n  1926, over  h a l f  of  The m l e y r i e s  lands  was l e f t  

res idence ,  gardens,  and most of t h e  farm bu i ld ings  were included wi th  the  
land t h a t  went t o  his  widow. The e s t a t e  i s  now w e d  by one of her  s i s t e r s ,  

I 
t o  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of V i r g i n i a  a s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  exper imenta l  s t a t i o n .  The' 

Mrs. Orme Wilson. 
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